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Dear supporters, 
  
Dry season is gearing up to be a very busy time for the frack-free NT campaign, and a great time 
to get involved!  
 
Draft guidelines for regulating shale gas exploration released following the Hawke Inquiry into 
Hydraulic Fracturing are alarmingly weak, proposing a largely self-regulatory system for 
companies and proposing to allow fracking within a 50m radius of living areas and 1km of surface 
water. There are no clear proposals to prevent fracking in water catchment areas, National Parks 
or reserves, community living areas, prime agricultural or pastoral production areas or sites of 
cultural significance. 
 
While the regulations are being redrawn, Mines and Energy Minister Dave Tollner has claimed 
“operators will have to abide by a set of ‘guiding principles’, and if they violate them they will be 
forced to stop work.” 
 
Despite Mr Tollner admitting it could take a year or longer to set up the right regulatory framework, 
meanwhile there are 24 wells in the works to be drilled this year, with drilling activity focussed 
around the pastoral stations of the Sturt Plateau South-West of Katherine and the Beetaloo Basin. 
 
The NT Government is also expected to announce its favoured tender to construct the planned 
East-Coast gas connector pipeline by September. While the economics of the project are in doubt, 
with more than $1 billion in investment needed, the climate warming impacts from methane 
emissions and its high reliance on already strained arid area water security are becoming a 
significant source of concern for Territory communities and industries. 
 
In June the Frackman himself, Dayne Pratzsky, star of the award-winning documentary showing 
the shocking treatment of landholders in Central Queensland by a $200 billion unconventional gas 
industry invasion will visit Darwin to kick off a Territory-wide tour. 
 
Screenings start at the Darwin Deckchair cinema on June 7, 16 and 20th followed by a regional 
Territory-wide Frackman tour. More dates to be announced soon! 
 
There are plenty of ways to get involved in the campaign to protect land, water and communities 
from fracking.  
 



We regularly host film events, information evenings, debates, public forums and community 
gatherings. If you’d like to become a volunteer or help to get the word out please get in touch at 
frackfreent@gmail.com or read more about our member groups at Frack-free Alliance NT 
 

 
FRACKMAN film comes to Darwin and Adelaide River! 
 

 
 

When he finds out his property allegedly sits on billions of dollars worth of coal seam gas, Dayne 

Pratzky becomes an unlikely hero – Frackman – bent on exposing the irreparable damage caused 

by fracking. 

 

Dayne Pratzky loved the quiet life on his rural block in central Queensland. Then the coal seam 

gas company arrived, demanding to sink gas wells on his property, and that changed everything. 

Legally, he couldn’t stop them mining his land, but that didn’t mean he wouldn’t fight. And so 

began a David and Goliath battle against a $200 billion industry. 

 

Following his five-year battle of triumph’s tragedies, love and conflict, reveals the shocking 

treatment of landholders by some of the most powerful companies in the world. The coal seam 

gas issue is crossing ideological lines, leaving a peculiar alliance in its wake: farmers and 

greenies, conservatives and radical activists, rich and poor, old and young. 

 

Darwin Deckchair Cinema and the Frack Free Alliance NT are proud to present the NT premiere of 

the Frackman including a special QandA screening with Dayne Pratzsky and a panel of NT 

speakers before embarking on a regional tour. 

 

DARWIN 

Sunday 7 June, 9.30pm, Deckchair Cinema 

Saturday 20 June from 7.30pm  

Tuesday 16 June 7.00pm, Deckchair Cinema SPECIAL SCREENING, Deckchair Cinema 

We are joined by the Frackman himself – Dayne Pratzky – via Skype and a panel of Territory 

speakers for a Q&A after the film 

 

Tickets and info for all Deckchair Cinema screenings here.  

 

mailto:frackfreent@gmail.com
http://dontfracktheterritory.org/community/frack-free-nt-alliance/
http://www.deckchaircinema.com/films/frackman-movie/


ADELAIDE RIVER 

Sunday June 21 from 6pm, Mt Bundy station in Adelaide River A special solar-powered cinema 

screening of the Frackman with an introduction by Dayne Pratzky via Skype and local speakers 

impacted by the shale gas exploration rush in the Territory. 

 

Bar, steak BBQ and music available til late. 

 

Tickets are $10 each, $5 for children and all money raised go towards the campaign to protect 

land, water and communities from fracking in the NT.  

 

Reserve tickets for the Adelaide River contact frackfreent@gmail.com or call 0413 534 125 for more 

details. 

 

Coomalie Shire Council to consider Moratorium on Fracking 

 
Coomalie Shire Councillors invited Lauren Mellor of the Frack-free Alliance NT to give a 
deputation on the environmental, health and economic risks of fracking at its May 19th meeting.  
 
The meeting was well attended with a strong turnout from Batchelor and Adelaide River townships 
with residents vocal on the dangers of fracking and calling for Council support with a moratorium 
on the shale gas industry. 
 
While the NT Government continues to plough full steam ahead with approvals for applications by 
gas companies to frack over 90% of the Territory, residents have instead formed local action 
groups to undertake gasfield-free surveys of their communities.  
 
These surveys give everyone a chance to have a say on attitudes to shale gas exploration, 
fracking and whether landholders wish to declare theirs a gas-free region.  
 
The gasfield-free strategy is about restoring local democracy to community planning and has been 
successfully employed by dozens of towns across Australia in recent years who are working to 
protect their local communities, land and water from invasive mining. 
 
Residents will survey their neighbours in the Adelaide River and Batchelor region throughout June 
and July and the results will be presented to council and the NT government.  
 
If you’d like to get involved please contact Lauren at on 0413 534 125.  
 

Darwin Rural community forum on fracking in Humpty Doo 
 

Forum: Fracking in the Rural area: Arguments For and Against Hydraulic Fracking 

Date:  Tuesday 2nd June, 2015 

Time:  6:30pm-8:00pm 

Venue: Village Green, Humpty Doo 

“An open community forum organised by local residents to provide information on topical issues to 
the Darwin rural community.” 

Chair:   Anthony Venes (Darwin Rural Community Forums) 

Presenters: 6:30pm Department of Mines and Energy Representative 

  6:45pm Q & A (Audience Participation) 

mailto:frackfreent@gmail.com
tel:0413%20534%20125


  6:55pm Charmaine Roth – Frack Free Alliance 

  7:10pm Q & A (Audience Participation) 

7:20pm Steven Gerhardy – Director of Australian Petroleum Production and 

Exploration Association Limited (APPEA) 

  7:35pm  Q & A (Audience Participation) 

7:45pm Joanna Ellis – NT Branch Chair of International Association of 

Hydrogeologists 

  8:00pm Q & A (Audience Participation) 

BBQ & Cold Drinks Available for Purchase from 6:00pm 

For more information contact Charmaine Roth on 0488 195 415 

NEW QLD REPORT SHOWS GAS COMPANIES BENEFIT WHILE 
COMMUNITIES AND OTHER INDUSTRIES SUFFER 
 
While some local and NT government spokespeople continue to spruik the economic benefits for 
the Territory’s rural, regional and remote communities of the unconventional gas industry, 
Queensland’s more established gasfield communities in the Darling Downs, Central and West of 
the state are suffering major job losses and cost of living pressures which have decimated other 
industries and residents living standards. 
 

 
 
According to a resources sector funded study by the University of Queensland (2013) “Businesses 
in the Darling Downs region believe themselves to be financially worse off than 5 years ago.  
 
The study asked different stakeholder groups’ for their perceptions of their financial position now, 
compared with five years ago. The Coal Seam Gas and mining industries groups believe they are 
now financially better off, while all others such as business, agriculture, advocacy groups, 
community and government stated that they were financially worse off than five years ago.  
 
The business group stated that an increase in economic activity within the resources sector 
created inflationary pressure on cost of services, transport, rentals, living costs, council rates and 
labour. 
  
Whilst these businesses had not seen the economic gains from direct involvement in the 
resources sector, they had borne the accompanying cost increases, ultimately leading to a 
decreased economic position.  
 



New short film ‘Protecting Country from Fracking’ launched 
 
The dontfracktheterritory.org website has been updated and now features some great campaign 
resources including the new short film Protecting Country from Fracking featuring the spirited 
resistance to fracking growing in remote communities across the NT from coastal Arnhem Land to 
the Gulf of Carpentaria and Central Australia.   
 
Watch and share it here. To organise a community screening please get in touch at 
frackfreent@gmail.com 
 

 
 
The website has links to new maps identifying shale gas tenements and active gas companies 
across the NT, campaign resources, info kits and all our affiliated groups across the Territory – 
find an active group in your community or start a new one! 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
6.30pm Tues June 2: Humpty Doo ‘Fracking and the Rural Area’ public forum. 
 
Fri/Sat 5-6 June: Frack-Free Alliance stall and gasfield-free community surveys at the Adelaide 
River Campdraft and Show. Please lend a hand and join in the fun. 
 
7pm Tues 16 June: Frackman film screening at Darwin Deckchair followed by a panel discussion. 
 
6pm Sun 21 June: Frackman screening at Mt Bundy Station, Strickland Rd, Adelaide River 
 
17-18 July: Don’t Frack Katherine community group will be hosting a stall and local action over 
the Katherine Show days. To get involved contact Charmaine Roth on 0488 195 415.  
 
‘Our Water Future’ NT Government Consultations on Water Allocation Policy 
 
“The Northern Territory Government is seeking to engage in a conversation with Territorians to 
guide the development of the Territory’s first overarching strategic plan for water.  
Recently, the NT Government released the ‘Our Water Future Discussion Paper: A Conversation 
with Territorians’ which covers all aspects of water including public use, utilities, licensing, 
conservation and the development of water resources.” 
 
These regional forums are a great opportunity to speak up for a sustainable water allocation plan 
including reforms to the Water Act to remove exemptions from payment for water use and 
transparency around allocation amounts for mining and gas companies. 
 

http://dontfracktheterritory.org/
https://vimeo.com/122897319


For more information on making a submission to the process visit the website. Consultation 
forums are planned across the NT in June. 
 

Douglas Daly 

Monday 25 May, 10-12 noon 

Douglas Daly Tourist Park 

Katherine 

Monday 25 May, 5-7pm 

Training NT Regional Centre, 

19 Second Street,  

Block M Auditorium, Katherine 

Darwin Rural 

Thursday 28 May, 5-7pm  

Whitewood Hall 

Howard Park Reserve 

325 Whitewood Road, Howard Springs 

Darwin 

Thursday 4 June, 5-7pm  

Darwin Convention Centre 

Tennant Creek 

Tuesday 9 June, 5-7pm 

Training NT Regional Centre 

65 Staunton Street, Tennant Creek 

Alice Springs 

Wednesday 10 June, 5-7pm 

Doubletree Hilton, Alice Springs 

  

For more details on how to get involved in the frack-free NT campaign, or to request your email be 
taken off our newsletter contact list, please get in touch: 
 
E: frackfreent@gmail.com or contact local groups via the website www.dontfracktheterritory.org 

http://www.lrm.nt.gov.au/water/our-water-future
mailto:frackfreent@gmail.com
http://www.dontfracktheterritory.org/

